FRONTEX
European Border and Coast Guard Agency
 (გარე საზღვრებზე საოპერაციო თანამშრომლობის მართვის ევროპული სააგენტო)
Location: Warwas, Poland
Frontex is an agency of the European Union. Its mission is to promote, coordinate and develop European border management in line with the EU fundamental rights charter and the concept of Integrated Border Management.
to assist the Member States in the management of their external borders and to bring greater consistency 
Tasks of the agency:
· Assists Member States in managing their external borders and brings greater consistency to and harmonisation to EU border control in full respect of fundamental rights;
· Coordinates the deployment of technical equipment and border guards to support EU countries facing high migratory pressure;
· Implements European integrated border management to ensure security within the EU;
· Carries out vulnerability assessments to evaluate the capacity of Member States to face challenges at their external borders;
· Assists EU Member States in forced returns of people who have exhausted all legal avenues to legitimise their stay within the EU. 
· Supports Member States with screening, debriefing, identification and fingerprinting of migrants. 

Tangible contribution:
The agency helps safeguarding  Europe’s internal security, especially since abolishment of internal border checks under the Schengen provisions. FRONTEX makes risk analysis, conducts joint operations, has rapid response possibiliteis. Besides, the agency is of high value when it comes to sharing information combatting cross-border crime, returns, conducting trainings and cooperation with non-EU countries and international organisations.


Partners: EU member states, Iceland, Norway, Switzerland. 
Cooperation mechanisms: open for the third countries.
Cooperation with Georgia/State of play:
Working Arrangement for Establishment of the Operational Cooperation between FRONTEX and Georgia was signed in 2008. For the cooperation enhancement purposes the MIA started negotiation with the Agency to renew the Working Arrangement. In this regards, the working group meeting was held in 2017 at the FRONTEX HQ. Negotiations with the purpose of signing working agreement on operational cooperation between the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia and the European Border and Coast Guard Agency are in the process.  Scope of the new arrangement initiates leveling up the areas of cooperation through conducting joint risk analysis; setting up information exchange mechanism;  establishing common training standards, increasing participation in the joint operations and return procedures. 
There is also discussion with the FRONTEX on the possibility to deploy FRONTEX officers/border officers in Georgia (airport). These discussions are at very early stage in the context of seeking the  possibilities  to stop illegal immigration of Georgia’s citizens to the EU/Schengen area.   
Benefits:
The agreement enables the Georgian Border Police to benefit from Frontex training tools, such as the Common Core Curriculum for basic border guard and forgery detection training. It also facilitates improvement of information exchange, risk analysis, training, research etc.
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